
Plan Your Vacation Around 
Rochester, New York
Rochester, a metropolitan region situated on the 
southern shore of Lake Ontario, is also part of New 
York’s breathtaking Finger Lakes region.  Known 
for its vast selection of family-oriented activities 
and attractions, Rochester hosts nearly two 
million visitors each year.  The third largest city 
in New York State, the greater Rochester region is 
inhabited by a little more than one million people.  

Rochester sits at the center of 100 Must-See 
Miles of the Erie Canal, which, when opened 
in 1825, made Rochester the country’s first 
“boomtown.”  Today, the historic canal thrives as 
an active recreational waterway with towpaths, 
shops and charming towns telling America’s story 
of “how the west began!”  Rochester is home to 
two national historic landmarks open to the public, 
the National Susan B. Anthony Museum and the 
George Eastman House.  Come, explore and see 
for yourself!
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Welsh North American  
Association
This is the largest Welsh cultural organization in 
North America.  The North American Festival of 
Wales is organized by WNAA volunteers from 
across the U.S., Canada, and Wales, members who 
pool their time and talents to bring you a quality 
program each year.

If you are not currently a member of the Welsh 
North American Association, this is a good time 
to join.  WNAA members receive a quarterly 
newsletter and discounted Festival Passes, and 
help support and preserve Welsh heritage in North 
America.  For further assistance contact:

The Welsh North American Association
International Headquarters

PO Box 1054, Trumansburg, NY 14886
Phone:  607-279-7402
Fax:  877-448-6633
E-mail:  IHQ@theWNAA.org

www.theWNAA.org

Our Festival Hotel is
The Hyatt Regency Rochester
125 East Main Street, Rochester, NY 14604

Room rate:  $119/night
Book on nafow.org, or call 585-546-1234 and 
mention group name North American Festival of 
Wales 2017.  Overnight parking $4 for hotel guests, 
complimentary airport shuttle.

North American Festival of Wales Ticket Pricing:
Day-Passes and evening events are priced a la carte 
so that you may attend the events that interest you.  
Day-Passes are good for activities from 9am–5pm.

Become a member and save!
• WNAA member 3-day pass:  $60
• Non-member 3-day pass:  $70
• Single-day passes (Fri., Sat., Sun.):  $20/$25
• Youth (under 18) day-time admission is free
• Youth evening concert ticket:  $10
• Thursday Opening concert:  $30
• Friday NWAF Awards Banquet and 

Entertainment:  $70
• Saturday Grand Concert:  $40
• Additional group dinners available from $50

Evening concert tickets and Day-Passes go on sale 
on March 1, 2017.  Read full up-to-date details and 
purchase tickets or print mail-in forms at 
www.nafow.org.

RochesteR, New YoRk
August 31 – septembeR 3, 2017

Featuring the 86th 
national gymanFa ganu

SponSored by the 
WelSh north american aSSociation

hoSted by the 
WelSh Society oF the Southern tier

North America's Largest Gathering 
of the Welsh and Friends

WWW.NAFOW.ORG

North American Festival of Wales
Gŵyl Gymru Gogledd America

We promise you a Welsh experience 
that will not soon be forgotten.



The North American Festival 
of Wales
The tradition began in 1929 when over 4,000 
people gathered at Niagara Falls for the first 
National Gymanfa Ganu.  It became the largest 
gathering of the Welsh, descendants, and friends in 
North America.  The festival is held in a different 
location each year, in either the U.S. or Canada, on 
the shared Labor Day holiday weekend.  Prepare 
yourself for four full days of song, merriment, and 
camaraderie with old and new friends, celebrating 
the life, heritage, and culture of Wales in Rochester, 
New York.

Festival Highlights
Thursday NAFOW Opening Ceremony
 Marketplace & Tea Room
 Opening Concert ~ Sera
Friday Seminars & Cinema Wales
 Marketplace & Tea Room
 Grand Banquet & NWAF Award
    Ceremony, with entertainment by the
    National Eisteddfod winner
Saturday Eisteddfod (music and poetry competition) 
    & Eisteddfod Winners Concert
 Seminars & Cinema Wales
 Marketplace & Tea Room
 Grand Concert ~ John Owen Jones plus 
    the Toronto Welsh Male Voice Choir 
    at Hochstein Performance Hall
Sunday Bilingual Church Service
 86th National Gymanfa Ganu

Our Headline Performers
Welsh National Eisteddfod Winner
NWAF Awards Banquet Entertainment ~ Presentation 
of the 2017 National Welsh American Foundation 
Award winner and a performance by the 2016 
Welsh National Eisteddfod Blue Riband winner.

John Owen Jones
Grand Concert ~ John Owen-Jones, from Burry 

Port in South Wales, is an award 
winning and record-breaking 
West End and Broadway 
performer.  He is best known 
for his performances as Jean 
Valjean in Les Miserables and as 
The Phantom in The Phantom 
of the Opera.  In an online 
poll, John was voted the “Best 
Ever Valjean” and “Best Ever 
Performer in Les Miserables” by 
fans of the show worldwide.  He 
is currently playing Jean Valjean 

at The Imperial Theatre, New York.
He played the role of The Phantom in The 

Phantom of the Opera in a West End production to 
great acclaim—The Daily Mail said he was “better 
than all the actors that preceded him in the role.”

John has released three solo albums plus other 
songs on the Sain label including John Owen-Jones 
(2009), Unmasked (2011), and Rise (2015).

Toronto Welsh Male Voice Choir
Grand Concert ~ Founded 20 years ago by Gwyn 
Roberts, the choir has performed concerts all over 
Ontario, down east and across to BC.  They have 
ventured into the USA on numerous occasions, 
the highlight being a performance with Bryn Terfel 
at Carnegie Hall.  Two highly successful tours to 
Wales in 2002 and 2013 astonished audiences with 
the quality of sound and clarity of Welsh diction, this 
from choristers where only 20% were of Welsh origin!

Other Festival Activities
Eisteddfod ~ We encourage you to participate in 
this time-honored tradition; enter the competition 
and show off your talents.  Competitions in singing 
and recitation for all ages and skill levels.  Entry 
forms available March 2017.
Seminars ~ Speakers from Wales and North 
America on topics including Welsh language, 
music, dance, films, customs, and contemporary 
issues in Wales today.
Marketplace & Tea Room ~ Purchase Welsh 
souvenirs and speak to representatives of Welsh 
groups in the Marketplace; meet friends for a cup 
of tea and Welsh cakes in the Tea Room.
86th Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu ~ Literally 
a “song gathering” held Sunday afternoon and 
evening, congregational hymn singing in both 
Welsh and English, conducted by Welsh composer 
Eilir Owen Griffiths with Julliard accompanist 
David Enlow at the organ.
Affiliated Welsh Organization Roundtable ~ This 
annual meeting is your chance to meet with other 
local Welsh representatives.
Informal Singing ~ Finish every memorable 
evening singing Welsh hymns and old favorites.
Tours ~ On Thursday, get a feel for local Rochester 
history.  The Erie Canal, completed in 1825, 
opened the entire Midwest and Western United 
States to settlement, agriculture, and industry.  
Take a ride on the canal and see this wonder for 
yourself.  George Eastman, the pioneer of modern 
photography, built the George Eastman house in 
1905.  This beautiful and historic 35,000 sq ft home 
is now a museum and gallery.  Have lunch, tour the 
house, gallery and gardens, seeing this spectacular 
Colonial Revival Mansion.

Monday, take a full day tour of the New York State 
Finger Lakes Region.  With the breath-taking scenery 
of these glacial lakes and a micro-climate perfect for 
wine growing, this is a world-class wine-producing 
region that specializes in aromatic white varieties like 
Riesling and Gewürztraminer.  Visit local wineries 
and taste samples of these exquisite wines. 

Sera
Opening Concert ~ Sera is a bilingual singer/
songwriter from the North Wales town of 
Caernarfon.  She has nine CDs out and can also be 
heard on Soundcloud.

“An absolute breath of fresh air…perfect and 
untouchable,” Musicosis.

“The delicate 
arrangements and 
lush vocals...are 
surely guaranteed to 
put a smile on your 
face,” Tom Robinson, 
Fresh On The Net.

For further details about the North 
American Festival of Wales, visit 

www.nafow.org.


